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Todayôs Journey

§What is NASAôs mission?

§Why do we explore?

§What is our time line?

§Why the Moon first?

§What will the vehicles look like?

§What progress have we made?

§Who is on our team?

§What are the benefits of 

space exploration?

§What is Ares doing to 

support education?
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What is NASAôs Mission?

ñThe next steps in returning to the 

Moon and moving onward to Mars, the 

near-Earth asteroids, and beyond, are 

crucial in deciding the course of future 

space exploration. We must 

understand that these steps are 

incremental, cumulative, and  

incredibly powerful in their 

ultimate effect.ò

ïNASA Administrator Michael Griffin 

October 24, 2006

§Safely fly the Space Shuttle until 2010

§Complete the International Space Station (ISS)

§Develop a balanced program of science, exploration, and aeronautics

§Develop and fly the Orion Crew Exploration Vehicle (CEV)

¶Designed for exploration but will initially service ISS

§Land on the Moon no later than 2020

§Promote international and commercial participation in exploration
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Why Do We Explore?

§Inspiration

¶Inspire students to explore, learn, 

contribute to our nationôs economic 

competitiveness, and build a better future 

§Innovation

¶Provide opportunities to develop new 

technologies, new jobs, and new markets

§Discovery

¶Discover new information about 

ourselves, our world, and how to manage 

and protect it
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NASAôs Exploration Roadmap

Lunar Outpost Buildup
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Exploration and Science Lunar Robotics Missions

Space Shuttle Operations

Ares I and Orion  Development

Operations Capability Development
(EVA Systems, Ground Operations, Mission Operations)

Altair Development

Ares I-X

Test Flight

April 2009
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Ares V & Earth Departure Stage

Surface Systems Development

Orion and Ares I Production and Operation

Research and Technology Development on ISS

Commercial Orbital Transportation Services for ISS

SSP Transition


