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AFA Mission

Hurlburt Chapter Awards Dinner

The Hurlburt Soundside was the site for the Hurlburt AFA Chapter Awards dinner held op 29
October. Over forty members gathered to recognize their fellow Chapter members for their
work over the past year. State, National and Chap-

ter Level Awards were presented to various indgi-
viduals, and the State and National Level Wnit
Awards were on display for the members to sege.

Since a listing of the State and National Awards jand
o award winners were in the last issue of the news|et-
¥ ter, they will not be repeated here. However, a few
awards and individuals will be singled out for special
recognition. Jeri Martin received one of the highest

Individual  Award
KC Moore, Glenn Rutland, Megan Tucker, Ca@ossime from the
Oliver, Jeri Martin, and John Jogerst display hﬁi[:A the Individu

State and National Awards. . .
or t Exceptional Servic

I%\ward, for her years of dedicated service to the AFA. M

RoRapriaf, &lenn Rutland, and Jeri Martin were recognize

dhe §t@teblqul fgrgheir achievements and awarded State H
dential Citations. Special State Citations went to John F{
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e ter 108, who provided aircraft and pilots for our teach-
g@ ers and some of their students to experience the thyill

of flight. At the Chapter Level, Ms Helen Rigdon, C
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and Danny Webb, our Chapter Treasurer.
and the Sustained Service Award, (see page 3)
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A motley crew of winners: Mike Moore, Tommy Hull, Todd
Bolger, Megan Tucker, KC Moore, and Yogi.

Mike Swinehart receives Chapter Recognition,
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President ds Report

October marked the beginning of a new year for the Chapter and AFA. Our own Jim Connors took over as the new
State/Region President, and Mike Emig of the Red Tail Memorial Chapter took office as the new Executive VP. T
elected State/Region officers are Ran Meriam (Gold Coast Chapter) Secretary and Ernie Webster (Falcon Chapter), T
Congratulations to our new leadefisand a hearty THANK YOU to outgoing President Tim Brock.

Our involvement in the Pensacola area is steadily growing, and that is a good thing. The formal AF presence grevea
on the 2 of Oct as the 479 Training Group was activated. Four of our members attended the ceremony, and one of
Mike Swinehart, also attended the Military Ball held the next evening at Pensacola NAS. On Nov 17, we held our seco
ing in the Pensacola area. This time we met at McGui
ship. We will try to meet in the Pensacola area every three months or so to give the Pensacola folks a chance to at
meetings.  Pensacola can be a huge opportunity for new Community Partners and members, but ALL of us need tg
opportunity to recruit new members. Thanks to Mike for his hard work on our behalf in that area.

new Pitsenbarger Award winners at the CCAF graduation ceremony on 5 Nov; twelve new Unsung Heroes at a lunche
Oct; Quarterly Award winners from the 505CCW and Team Hurlburt at ceremonies for those organizations; Hurlburt Ch
members at our Chapter Awards Dinner on Oct 29, Junior ROTC cadets at the Commando Drill Meet on 5 Nov, and oy
erans during the Mary Esther Veterands Day Parade on

| attended retirement ceremonies for two of our Chapter members, Colonels Billy Montgomery and Paul Harmon, in N
December marks the retirement of yet another member, Maj Gen Clay McCutchan. Congratulations to each of them f
service to the Nation and our Chapter. (WE HAVE JOBS FOR YOU GUYS!!)
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By viewing the various articles in this newsletter you will see we were pretty busy as a chapter this quarter. We rectgmjzed
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As | look to the future, we have a very busy Februan+ . . S— .
h Seven AFROTC Cadets from UWF, plus their Unit Admissions Officer,

Stephanie Emery (back row, third from right) joined us for the Awe
Dinner. Four of them served as the Color Guard for the event.

coming up which will include our Teacher Workshg
Florida Winter Meeting, Panhandle Science Fair
Awards Ceremony, Annual Organizational Awards [
ners, and Teacher of the Year competition. As alw
we will need assistance in order to get everything dg
and that is where our great Chapter members come
Megan Tucker and her team are hard at work plan
and we are looking forward to another great worksh
for our educators. But, we will need your help to ma
it all work.

Give me a call or send an email to one of our officdl
We welcome you at any of our meetings and eve
See the projected schedule on the last page of this n
letter. THANKS to all of you for your help.
Letds Make 2010 an even

Enjoy the Holidays!! Dann

Vet erands Day Parade!

The Hurlburt AFA Chapter joined members of the American Legion, VFW, Mary Esther Fire Department, Boy Scol
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Commando Santa, the Corvette and Mustang Car Associations, Hurlburt Field units, and a host of

catchers) as we wound our way around the Santa Rosa M
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and viewers for a great celebration
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Pensacola NAS Air Force Ball

The annual Air Force Ball was held at Pensacola Naval Air Station on the evening of Saturday, 3 October, 2009 and was a
tended by the Hurlburt Chapter VP for Military Affairs in Pensacola, Mr. Mike Swinehart. Nearly 300 Officers, Airmen and
guests attended the event which celebrated thé&*@niversary of the United States Air Force.

Thisyearstheme) Ref | ecti ons of t he P a,swas gatiduldrly apgropfate authe @verlt fellavded, r s ¢
by one day, the Activation Ceremonies of the 47Blying Training Group at PNS. The training group will provide multi sefvice
primary instruction to aircraft navigators, combat systems officers and electronic warfare officers, who will come to
for year long training programs.

Colonel Travis Willis, Jr. the Commanding Officer of the 4 %@as introduced and welcomed attendees to the event.
lowing the Presentation of the Colors and the National Anthem, Colonel Willis introduced the Commanding Officers of fhe 451
Flying Training Squadron, Lieutenant Colonel Jeffery Burdett; th& BBfng Training Squadron, Lieutenant Colonel Michael
Love; and the 479 Operations Support Squadron, Lieutenant Colonel Raymond Chuvala. Colonel Willis had high praise for the
Officers and staff of the wing as well as all Airmen who are defending our freedom here at home and around the world. | Follow-
ing the introduction of special guests and toasts, the attendees watched respectfully as the very moving POW / MIA ceremony
was conducted.

The guest speaker of the evening was Major General Stephen J. Miller, Commander of the Curtis LeMay Center for Doctrine
Development and Vice Commander of the Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. General Miller, a 1977 Air Force
Academy Graduate is also a command pilot with over 2800 flight hours, mostkL5n/AB/C/D aircraft. The General spoke [of
his pride in todayd6s Air Force, the incredible progréjss i
war fighter training is designed to keep them ahead of the learning curve. He pointed out that, thanks to the dedication and
training of men and women such as those in the roomttoni
No other nation even comes close. 6 He al so spoke of |t he
belief in its future success.

At the conclusion of Gener al Mi |l |l erds remarKks, attendees
of music and dancing. Our thanks to Mike Swinehart for this report. Hopefully we will have a larger group of Hurlburt AFA
members at next yeards AF Ball

505th CCW Quarterly Award Winners

The 50%" Command and Control Wing held its Quarterly Awards Program on Friday, Octobé&y; 8ad recognized outstanding
performers from the wing. AFA Chapter President Dann Mattiza was in attendance to provide $25 AAFES Gift Certificates to

the military winners. The awards were presented by Cpl E
Command Chief. Five military winners were selected from 14 nominations, while three civilian winners were chosen from 7
nominees.

The 505 CCW is unique in that although primarily based at Hurlburt Field, it also has units throughout the United States,
with major operating locations at Nellis AFB, Hill AFB, and Kirtland AFB.

Quarterly Awards ceremonies such as these are conducted using Video Teleconferencing (VTC) to allow the various|units to
participate in the event. Award nominations come from all the units and many of the winners are recognized at their teme uni

via the VTC. The winners are listed below:

Airman of the Quarter fi SrA Jeremy Twidt, 505 CTS NCO of the Quarter i SSgt Jason LaBelle, 505 CTS
SNCO of the Quarter fi MSgt Donna Hustad, 505 Wing Staf€GO of the Quarter fi Capt Barnard Cross, 505 OS
Field Grade Officer (FGO) of the Quarter  (a new category) Maj Sean Welsh, 705 TRS

Civilian of the Quarter (Catl) A Ms Arleen Lopez, 705 CTS

Civilian of the Quarter (Catll) A Ms Laura Bevans, 505 Wing Staff

Civilian of the Quarter (Cat lll) A Mr Daniel Eaves, 84 RADES

Team of the Quarter , the PK/FM Officed FY09 Closeout Team from the 505 Wing Staff.

A special addition to the ceremony this quarter waattentlhe p
dance and participated in the ceremony. Congratulations to TSgt Bilby and all the 505 CCW Quarterly Award Winners!

Hurl burt Chapter Awards Dinner (cont
respectively. John Jogerst was also recognized as the Chapter Member of the Year. Their name will be engraved on the respe
tive plague and permanently displayed in the AFA area of the new club (hopefully).

Thanks to each of you for your support over the past year. Hurlburt is recognized as one of the top AFA chapters in the na-
tion, and it is due to the work you do as members. We must continue to Educate, Advocate and Support in order to carry out

our Chapter and AFA mission.
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Hurlburt Chapter Honors Unsung Heroes

burt Chapter President, was the host of the event, and the Master of Ceremonies was SMSgt Valerie Solomon, incomi
burt Chapter Vice President for Military Recognition
and she did an outstanding job. She is taking over the Unsung Heroes program from MSgt Kenneth Patterson, who

and presentation of Awards. A Great Job by both of you!

nizeslel2 oUnsung Heroesdé during the fall and spr i ngSpeuih

recognition program, thanks and credit must go to the Commanders, supervisors and peers of the winners. Witho
efforts to nominate candidates, prepare packages, and serve as selection committee members, these events could
place. Their presence at award ceremonies like this completes and reinforces the process and recognition. THAN

SUPERVISORSor all you do to make this program work.

Coins to each of our winners. CONGRATULATIONS to our Unsung Heroes:

TSgt Daniel Lukens, 1 SOSFS Ms Joni Berte, 8 SOS Mr. Ralph Courtney, 319 SOS
TSgt Timothy Middleton, 1 SOSS Ms Bobbie Guzman, 4 SOS SrA Crystal Adair, 1 SOMSS
SSgt Brian Filipek, 1ISOMS SrA Theresa Mathis, 1 SOFSS SSgt John Columbia, 15 SOS
SSgt Marcus Holmes, 1 SOEMS SSgt Daniel Duck, 6 SOS

Team Hurlburt Quarterly Awards

Over two hundred members of the Team Hurlburt Community gathered at the Soundside on the morning of Alfgust
and again on November 24th to honor nominees and winners of the Team Hurlburt Quarterly Awards. Team Hurlburt

organizations are shown below.
AUGUST 2009
Airman of the Quarter: SrA Kristen M. Travo, 1 SOSS
NCO of the Quarter. SSgt Clayton R. Starwalt, 801 SOAMXS
SCNOC of the Quarter: MSgt Damon Purifoy, 1 SOCPTS
CGO of the Quarter: 1Lt Michael D. Biederman, 1 SOLRS
GS 106 8 of the Quarter: Ms Mona Noel, 1 SOFSS
GA 9-12 of the Quarter: Mr. Robert Henson, STTS
WG/WS/WL of the Quarter: Mr. Bobby Anderson, 1 SOFSS
Honor Guard Member of the Quarter: Amn Ryan M. Thrush, 1 SOMSG

NOVEMBER 2009
Airman of the Quarter: SrA Christopher J. Burke, 1 SOAMXS
NCO of the Quarter: SSgt Joshua M. Ort, 23 AF
SCNOC of the Quarter: MSgt Christopher A. Ringland, AFSOC/A3
CGO of the Quarter: Capt James E. Leurck Ill, 17 ASOS
GS 106 8 of the Quarter: Ms. Susan Riley, 1 SOCONS

GA 9-12 of the Quarter: Mr. Robert Farabaugh, AFSOC/A4

WG/WS/WL of the Quarter: Ms. Nikole C. Labelle, 1 SOFSS
Honor Guard Member of the Quarter: SrA Christopher D. Taylor

Congratulations to all our TEAM HURLBURT WINNERS!!!

The Hurlburt Chapter sponsored its Fall Unsung Heroes Luncheon on Wednesday, Oct 28 at the Soundside Club.
100 attendees enjoyed a buffet lunch prepared by the Soundside Staff before the ceremony began. Mr. Dann Mattiza, Hurl-

The

ng Hurl-
Pr o
is being

assigned to Turkey. Both she and Sgt Patterson worked this event, from solicitation of candidates, to selection of winners

The Hurl burt Chapter o6Unsung Heroesdé6 Program is delsi gne
standing job supporting the Air Force mission, but have gone unrecognized in other awards programs. The Chapter recog-

eac

Operations Wing and its units. During the Spring, the nominees are from the many tenant units on the base.  As in any

t their
not take
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The Guest speaker for this event was CMSgt Oscar Mackin
were inspirational and very well received by all. The Chief then joined Mr. Mattiza in presenting certificates and Chapter

4
con-

sists of all units assigned to Hurlburt, not just the members of the 1SOW, and all the units were well represented. The Hurl-
burt Chapter is proud to be a co sponsor of this event and we present $50 gift certificates to each of the winners inithe Mil
tary categories. Chapter President Dann Mattiza was on hand for the August presentation, while Chapter VP for Military Rec-
ognition Programs SMSgt Valerie Solomon covered the November breakfast event. The various winners and their respective
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2009 Commando Drill Meet

The Hurlburt Honor Guard conducted its Annual Commando Drill Meet for area Junior ROTC units on Saturday, b No-
vember. JROTC teams from eleven schools participated and provided teams competing in Armed and Unarmed Color
Guard, Armed and Unarmed Regulation Drill, Armed and Unarmed Exhibition Drill, and Individual Drill. The event was held

at the Freedom Hanger on Hurl burt&s f 1l i gh2f duting theday. HHunt
burtdés Honor Guard members run the event and act as |
monies. As with every Honor Guard function, this was event was also completed with Professionalism and Precision

1 SOW Commander, Col Greg Lengyel, was on hand for the event, as was the Hurlburt AFA Chapter President,
Mattiza. The Hurlburt AFA Chapter helps sponsor the event by funding the trophies given out to the winning teams a

|l burt
udge
Dann

d indi-

viduals. The last event of the day was the Drill Down, where individual cadets respond to commands to perform drill move-
ments. Col Lengyel joined the cadets and successfully completed the preliminary round and was entered in the final Drill
Down. As seen in the accompanying photo, he outlasted many of the JROTC competitors in the final group of 20 before gra-

ciously bowing out. WELL DONE, COL! You have set a very high standard for next year.

Col Lengyel and Mr. Mattiza presented 25 trophies to the winning individuals and teams. Presentations were made to the
First, Second, and Third place winners in the team events, and the Individual Drill Down, as well as to the Team commanders,

and the best Overall Teams. This yeards Overall Ch

mpi ol

accepted this traveling trophy and will get to display it at their school for a year. Their teams also took several edirtie t
events. Thanks to the Hurlburt Honor Guard for hosting and working this annual event. Special Thanks to the 1 SOQW for

allowing the use of the Hurlburt facilities for this event. The Honor Guard and the Chapter appreciate your support!

.

The three team commanders from Murphy High School accept the Overall
Col Lengyel as one of the final 8 competitors in the Drill Down Championship Trophy. Mr. Mattiza, Col Lengyel, and Honor Guard NCOIC
event. SSgt Jamison Ross look on.
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